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Introduction

The Hempsted development consists of; 675 residential units, (30% of which are affordable) retail, small business and employment. This forms part of the overall Hampton Development (8000 houses) in Peterborough. The development proposals are located to the east and west of the existing A15 London Road which is routed straight through the middle of the development in a north-south direction. 

The strategy for the infrastructure, was to utilise positively the existing A15 London Road within the scheme proposals and highway layout, promoting Public Transport, mitigating severance impacts from the existing A15 London Road and providing quality facilities for non-motorised users.  New loop roads were created into the heart of the new development, east and west of A15 London Road - taking the main traffic flows - allowing the original alignment to be used as a route dedicated for Public Transport only and ensuring permeability across the development.

Demonstrate collaboration between those involved in design, approval and adoption process

The parties involved were:- 

· O&H Hampton - Client/Developer;
· Peter Brett Associates - Engineering Consultants;
· David Lock Associates - Planners and Urban Design;
· LDA - Ecology; 

· David Jarvis Associates - Landscape Design;
· Peterborough City Council - Local Authority; 

· Accent Nene - Affordable Housing; and
· Stagecoach - Bus Operator.
A very close working relationship was established between the Project Team and the local authority. We held monthly meetings with the local authority during the pre-consultation; planning and design process. Lessons learned from the development undertaken historically at Hampton were used for the benefit of the Hempsted scheme proposals, this included feedback from residents and other key stakeholders, through public meetings and Environment Forums. 

Following the planning, design and approval process the local authority were kept updated of progress on site and attended site to inspect the construction works for later adoption.

Exemplary design which is inclusive of all users, and encouraging environmental sustainable travel choice 

The design adopts key design details that fulfil the needs of all the community and users. These include:- 

· Clear pedestrian and cycle routes;

· Shared use space;

· Open green spaces;

· Accessible High Street and facilities;

· Priority to non-motorised users;

· Dedicated Public Transport (only) routes; 

· Bus gates;

· Easy walkable distances to bus stops;

· Easy walkable distances to facilities;

· Access and Street design - creating driver awareness;

· Provision for access for through traffic;

· Use of materials and layout to define places, routes and creating a sense of place;

· Limited use of road markings/signs on main routes and none on secondary streets;

· Street planting (trees); and furniture; 

· All elements encouraging environmentally friendly sustainable travel choices.
A  Travel Plan was scoped out and agreed between the Project Team and the City Council, based on proposals delivering higher quality provision for non-motorised users, including: clear definition of routes, easily accessible areas, good connectivity throughout the site, pedestrian and cycleway links; bus priority and dedicated bus (only) routes, within easy walkable distances to facilities and bus stops. 

The Travel Plan includes for the delivery, management, implementation and monitoring of the proposed strategy to ensure the effectiveness to the fullest. The scheme proposals for environmentally sustainable transport travel choices were discussed with other key stakeholders including; bus companies, the local planning authority, highways and access officers, etc.

The bus route through the development allows for a direct link to Peterborough City Centre and the priority given through the centre of the development allows for a clear and visible advantage over other vehicle movements - this will help discourage reliance on car usage and encourage mode shift.
Also, detailed elements of the design aid the movement and passage of pedestrians, cyclists, etc, such as:-
· Designing a default green setting at key signal controlled junctions to give priority to the non-motorised user;

· The green phase will only follow for the car, stopped at the lights, when the non-motorised user phase has cleared, (there will be detection equipment to trigger their presence); and
· Where pedestrians or cycleways along the main routes (loop roads) cross the secondary street entrances, we have retained the footway level (and route) straight across the entrance, again giving priority to the non-motorised users, facilitating good driver behaviour and ensuring vehicles negotiate with care.

Provide a safe environment in which people can live, work and play

The master plan building layout was defined in such a manner as to offer good surveillance between differing sections of the development and community; including; public open spaces, children’s play areas, ‘adhoc’ shared spaces. The design sought to avoid dead ends, cul-de-sac and any isolated locations. 

The highway design then followed the key buildings layout forming the master plan, achieving safe places for use by non-motorised users and vehicles alike. A Quality Audit review process, including a Road Safety Audit and Non-Motorised Users assessment, was undertaken for the design. 

Achieve a good balance between the movement function and the place function

The Hempsted scheme had an original outline planning application, which consisted of the key accesses to the development, east and west of the existing A15 London Road, being shown by means of signal controlled cross roads, with the main traffic routed along the existing London Road. This historical design was short-sighted and would have created a high level of severance between the development east and west of A15 London Road. 

The revised scheme proposals broke down the “barrier” of the existing London Road, minimised severance issues and moved away completely from a traditional access solution (signalised cross roads). The revised scheme that emerged employed the philosophies of Manual for Streets for this primary street through the development, in addition to the design guidance being employed for the secondary street further into the development. Whilst Manual for Streets is primarily focused as being appropriate for residential side streets, we applied the design criteria to the A15 London Road – thus ‘pushing the boundaries’ as to where this design philosophy can be used. The new design brought access and connectivity through the heart of the development, created dedicated Public Transport routes and facilities, and delivered easy movement and permeability across the whole development.

Are well connected internally and with internal networks; and strengthen cohesion in the community

The nature of the street layout followed the desired buildings arrangements, such that the concept ideas set out house types, block arrangements, open spaces, etc, and the streets/highways design then followed, such that highway did not dictate the development layout, as has been a common failing on many schemes. 

The access to each of the core areas within the development is well linked, with any potential severance, in particular the existing A15 London Road, being addressed by; employing good definition in routes, clarity in the street layout, details providing a clear sense of place, and areas appropriate for shared use, which all came through in the language of the design. 
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