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New shared space project opened 
Suffolk County Council has just opened a new “shared space” scheme in Felixstowe.This seeks to re-balance priorities on shopping and resort streets, with the dominance of the motor vehicle giving way to a better relationship with the pedestrian and cyclist.

The concept for the scheme draws on the proposal for public realm improvements which emerged from a Regeneration Masterplan for Felixstowe carried out by David Lock Associates for Suffolk Coastal District Council. 

As a contribution to that objective, the county council designed a scheme that was to reduce the dominance of the town’s main shopping street by parked vehicles and through traffic and to improve the connectivity from the shopping centre to the seafront. Extensive consultation was carried out to ensure that the scheme met the requirements of the town and district councils, local businesses and residents and the disabled.

A level grey block paved surface now stretches from shop front to shop front, with darker grey blocks used to make clear the zones set out for disabled parking and loading. Space has been created for several seating and café areas and new trees and planting. Areas adjacent to the shop fronts have been kept clear of street furniture and other hazards so that partially sighted pedestrians can feel secure in the shared space area. 

These areas run the full length of the road and are bordered by tactile guidance paving so that blind and partially sighted road users can orientate themselves in the streetscape. The junctions at either end of the scheme have been carefully designed to introduce road users to the shared space area. Wide ‘courtesy crossings’ have been provided on pedestrian desire lines to warn motorists that pedestrians and other vulnerable road users are likely to be crossing the road at these locations.

Part of the route to the seafront was down a steep hill. At the request of the town council, a section of the highway was given over to steps, with the remainder being shared between vehicles and pedestrians.

Funding of the scheme was jointly provided largely from the Haven Gateway Growth Point Fund and Suffolk County Council.

Overall the scheme has demonstrated the value of the shared space concept in smaller shopping centres and provides a useful comparison with projects in larger centres such as Kensington High Street, Ashford and Brighton. Early results show that motor vehicles are running at much slower speeds and that there is a more relaxed shopping environment with users not being confined to narrow pavements.

Guy McGregor, Suffolk County Council’s Portfolio Holder for Roads, Transport and Planning said; “I have been involved in the work to improve Hamilton Road for over thirty years. I believe that the Shared Space initiative for Felixstowe’s main shopping street will provide a much needed lift to the town centre in these difficult times. I would like to thank everyone associated with the scheme for the hard work put in and for the traders in Hamilton Road for their patience and forbearance.”
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For further details on the project, please contact John Pitchford 01473 264804 or Luke Barber 01473 260426.
