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Campbell Park and 
The Parks Trust
As we optimistically look out of the 
window at the sunny, but cold spring 
scene and look forward to meeting 
people face to face again, it’s time to 
think how best to continue the use 
of the assets we have enjoyed during 
the winter months and to this end, 
The Parks Trust continues to offer 
ideas of how to enjoy our fantastic 
open spaces and parkland with 
a whole series of walks, talks and 
events. For more details go to www.
theparkstrust.com  

It is fitting that another of our 
landmark features has been 
nationally recognised with Campbell 
Park receiving Grade ll listed status 
from Historic England in August 
2020. It was one of only four 
landscapes in the South East to 
have been granted this protection 
in recognition of its historic 
interest and innovative design. 
Go to https://historicengland.
org.uk/listing/the-list/list-
entry/1467405?section=official-list-
entry to see the full commendation 
with references to the original 
design team including Derek Walker, 
Stuart Mosscrop, Andrew Mahaddie 
and our own trustee and founder 
member Neil Higson. 

FRF Events 2022
The FRF is planning to hold a 
number of seminars this year 
to encourage debate about the 
future growth of the City. Details 
of venues and start times will be 
posted on our website nearer 
the time.

Wednesday 25th May - 6.30pm at 
MK Gallery Event Space
‘Healthy Placemaking’: Well-
being through Urban Design
Thursday 7 July - 1.00pm at Fred 
Roche Gardens
Celebrating the Life of Ken 
Baker
Wednesday 14 September
The Future of CMK
Wednesday 16 November 
Housing Design

Fred Roche Foundation is a Charity registered in England, Charity Number 1059616.

Issue 1

After a long period of being unable 
to communicate directly with our 
members we will now publish 
regular newsletters to update you 
with news of what the Foundation 
is doing and keep members aware 
of matters of interest happening in 
Milton Keynes.

We would like to have your 
comments on the content of this 
newsletter and any suggestions for 
articles for the next edition would 
be very welcome.

http://www.theparkstrust.com
http://www.theparkstrust.com
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1467405?section=official-list-entry
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be a thing of the past if the 
Government’s plans for a 
wholesale overhaul of the 
planning system ever comes to 
pass. The future of MK could be 
entirely out of our hands and be 
decided by a centralised target-
based system using algorithms 
and the appetite of the house 
builders. Maybe we shouldn’t be 
too critical of our local planners 
as the alternative could be a lot 
worse.

In March 2020 we had to cancel 
our planned programme of 
seminars. Through the highs 
and lows of the past two years 
and ever increasing restrictions 
on travel, work and leisure, 
how good it has been to live 
in Milton Keynes? Our parks, 
our gardens our trees and the 
extensive linear parks, created 
for the carefully planned new 
town, have been of huge benefit 
to us all,  enabling many of us to 
minimise the impact of the virus 
on our health and well being. 
It is ironic that the first seminar 
we had to cancel was about 
Healthy Cities. Milton Keynes is 
just that and there is a lot to be 
learnt from our town.

Whilst our educational and 
other charitable activities were 
delayed we have remained 
vigilant in trying to influence the 
future direction of urban growth 
in MK. Growth has dominated 
much of the planning and 
urban design debate over 
the past two years. As many 
will be aware, there has been 
a steady ramping up of the 
prospects of making MK a major 
regional centre by doubling the 
population to up to 500,000. MK 
Council’s ‘Growth Strategy’ was 
granted approval in January 
2021 and has hurried through 
the production of planning 
frameworks for the next two 
expansion areas known as 
MKEast and South East MK. 

This process began through 
the need for the Council to 

produce its Statutory Planning 
Framework and to demonstrate 
its ability to provide for the 
expected growth, increasingly 
been dominated by government 
housing targets. 

It’s worth looking back at what 
was said about the role that 
MK should play when it was 
conceived in the 1960’s. As well 
as being part of the process of 
creating new towns to house 
Londoners and to be self 
contained with new industries, 
MK was also intended to 
become a regional capital. This 
was largely left unannounced 
for many years but through its 
success and the creation of the 
‘Oxford-MK-Cambridge Arc’ MK is 
once again being talked about 
as a regional capital.

So growth is inevitable and 
successful places need space 
to grow, or stay still or go 
backwards. The pandemic 
made us consider if major 
growth, at the scale envisaged 
by the MK Growth Strategy, 
will improve or damage the 
place that we know has been 
hugely successful, not just 
economically but also as a 
healthy place to live.

The FRF produced a number 
of detailed responses during 
the consultation period for 
the MK2050 strategic growth 
plans. We lobbied MKC on the 
strategy to make a number 
of changes, in particular to 
limit the ambitions for a new 

Metropolitan Authority, to limit 
the target population and to 
restrict growth beyond the 
current urban boundary unless 
the growth areas were properly 
connected into the grid road 
network. The final document 
did make these changes 
and also put more emphasis 
on the need to low density 
development with the same 
level of open space provided 
in the earlier development of 
MK and the approved version 
was considerably better than 
the draft. It picked up a number 
of the comments we made to 
ensure that they captured the 
planning, urban design and 
landscaping principles which 
have made MK such a successful 
and unique place.  (See the 
article about MK2050). It is 
important that we all continue 
to comment on plans as they 
emerge. The South East MK SPD 
is now adopted and Berkeley 
Homes has approval for their 
Master Plans for MK East based 
on the MKC adopted SPD. Whilst 
the SPD’s produced by MKC 
were not perfect, they at least 
give a means to ensure that 
developer’s proposals meet 
some of the design principles 
that we value including mixed 
neighbourhoods of low to 
medium density housing, grid 
road extensions, cycling and 
walking links and linear parks. 
 
The development of local 
planning frameworks, prepared 
in consultation with local 
communities, could soon 

Note from the Chair

to judge, but their use in MK, 
especially during the summer, 
exceeded expectations of the 
operators, and the real test is 
whether or not the journeys are 
replacing car use, or if they are 
simply fun leisure journeys. The 
heavy usage around Willen Lake 
suggests the latter. Of course 
there is also the view that they 
offer an alternative to public 
transport but the main reason 
for encouraging alternative 
modes of transport is that they 
should be as healthy as cycling 
and walking. The trials continue 
until later this year. The 
Foundation is a member of the 
stakeholder group monitoring 
the trial, and comments from 
members are welcome.

Within the FRF work is on-
going to maintain Fred Roche 
Gardens as a fitting civic space 
for everyone and trustees 
Val Roche and Peter Howard 
provide an update elsewhere 
in this newsletter. We are 
planning to hold another 
student award competition 
to encourage young people 
engaged in planning, design 
and landscaping with travel 
awards.

As we are now moving to 
some sort of  “new normal” 
we intend to recommence our 
programme of seminars and 
lectures in public. In early May 
we have our first event entitled 
Healthy Placemaking and will 
have further events in July, 
September and November. (See 
Events below for further details).

We have held a couple of fund 
raising exercises and are very 
pleased that our members have  
generated over £3,000 including 
Milton Keynes Community 
Foundation matched funding 
which we will use to continue 
our work to maintain the 
gardens and fund the student 
award scheme. So thank you 
for your continuing support 
and hopefully we will get the 
chance to meet up again soon 
to discuss our shared desire to 
see our city grow sustainably 
and to promote the ideals of 
well planned urban settlements 
to a wider audience.

As we all scrambled to 
make sure our cupboards 
remained full and tried to 
book supermarket slots for 
home deliveries, another good 
MK news story, the Starship 
Technologies autonomous 
vehicles came into their own. 
Coming across them trundling 
along the redways is like seeing 
science fiction become reality. 
You almost want to stop and 
have a chat with them.

A new electronic mode of 
transport has also hit our 
redways; the e-scooter trial in 
MK is in full swing with mixed 
views on them. It is too early 



Student award 
scheme
The idea of giving awards to 
help young people in their 
studies was initiated by the 
Foundation in 2018. We want to 
support students from Milton 
Keynes in their studies of 
architecture, town planning and 
urban design, landscape design, 
and arboriculture – subjects 
which all relate directly to the 
carefully crafted Milton Keynes 
environment they grew up in. 
We have joined forces with MK 
Community Foundation, who 
now run the project, and who 
brought The Parks Trust on 
board. Three awards of £500 
were made in the first year, but 
as Covid swept in it became 
difficult to seek out candidates. 
We hope that this initiative can 
soon be revived.

Above are previous winners of 
the Awards in the Fred Roche 
Gardens.

The Foundation has an ongoing 
interest in Fred Roche Gardens, 
which are just behind Church 
of Christ the Cornerstone in 
Central Milton Keynes. Working 
with the newly formed CMK 
Green Gym our volunteers 
continue to keep borders 
looking neat and tidy, so the 
recent new planting can be seen 
at its best as the year unfolds. 
We also help to keep on top of 
removing brambles, which if left 
alone would soon engulf the 
gardens. We work closely with 
MyMK which is now responsible 
for general upkeep, including 
lawn cutting and trimming 
bushes.

This winter we planted four 
new trees, generously donated 
by Milton Keynes Council from 
their Plant a Tree for the Jubilee 
fund. They were carefully 
chosen to bring more blossom 
and colour into the gardens. 

The Foundation collaborated 
with MyMK to renew damaged 
coping bricks on all the 
retaining walls, a project we 
had been nurturing for several 
years. We continue to find new 
projects to improve the quality 
of the gardens for people’s 
enjoyment and pleasure.

With the arrival of spring we are 
looking forward to the annual 
display of bluebells, daffodils, 
alliums and tulips - some 
planted by CMK Green Gym 
and Foundation volunteers 
in recent years. Why not pay 
the gardens a visit soon? Or 
why not join our fortnightly 
Tuesday morning with CMK 
Green Gym? New volunteers 
are always welcome, and no 
gardening expertise is needed. 
It’s a great way to get some 
outdoor exercise with a friendly 
group. For more information 
email cmk.greengym@gmail.
com

The Fred Roche Gardens

Many of you will have been 
saddened by the loss of 
Ken early last year. Ken 
was a former trustee of the 
Foundation and had a long 
and distinguished career as an 
architect and urban designer 
in Milton Keynes as well as 
other places. Due to Covid 
restrictions we were not able 
to gather and celebrate Ken’s 
life. We have worked with his 
family and former colleagues 

Ken Baker 1941-2021

at David Lock Associates to 
hold an event in the Fred 
Roche Gardens this summer. 
We understand that Ken 
had a particular fondness 
for magnolia trees and we 
planted one in the Gardens 
earlier in the year. Everyone is 
invited to attend our informal 
gathering at 1.00pm on 
Thursday 7th July to dedicate 
the tree to Ken and share our 
fond memories of him.

http://cmk.greengym@gmail.com 
http://cmk.greengym@gmail.com 


At the start of 2020 Milton 
Keynes Council published its 
Strategy for 2050 - Engagement 
Draft. It came out in draft in 
order to “encourage people 
to get involved”,  because “a 
strategy for the future of our 
great city will only succeed if 
it is created together with all 
our communities”. A series 
of presentations across the 
City was arranged so the 
public could participate in the 
consultation process.

All very laudable except that 
the Strategy had already been 
substantially shaped, at no 
considerable cost, by teams of 
consultants and was launched 
with very little fanfare and 
very little local publicity. Initial 
responses were called for by 
April and we all know what 
happened at the end of March. 
The first lockdown halted the 
open public meetings, one 
took place in Stony Stratford 
which had been arranged to 
encourage debate and take 
public feedback. Apart from 
a few on-line presentations 
there has not been the kind 
of extensive consultation and 
city-wide public consultation 
and participation normally 
associated with such an 
important stage in the life of 
the City. 

You can find the original 
draft here, along with other 
documentation.https://www.
mkfutures2050.com/strategy-
for-2050-engagement-page

MK 2050 Growth Strategy

The ideas of having a plan for 
the future growth of the City 
first emerged as we approached 
the 50th anniversary of MK 
in 2017 when the City almost 
reached the original population 
target. In 2016 the Fred 
Roche Foundation hosted a 
seminar entitled Tomorrow’s 
Communities which promoted 
the idea that consideration 
should be given to a future 
growth plan. This event lead to 
the setting up of the MK Futures 
Commission whose report in 
favour of growth we supported. 

We agree that there is a need 
to set out ambitions and 
objectives for growth provided 
it does not drain investment 
from the developed areas of 
MK or prejudice the enjoyment 
of the high standards of 
planning and design and 
open space currently enjoyed 
by the residents of MK, 
and which has made it an 
outstanding international 
success particularly in terms of 
economic growth. 

Back in the 1970’s MK was 
promoted on the basis that 
it was different and offered 
opportunity. So we are 
encouraged by the statement 
that “Without a democratically 
led plan for growth the house 
builders would have much 
greater influence over the 
location of new housing 
and growth around the city. 
Haphazard and unplanned 
growth with inadequate 
provision of the infrastructure 
needed to support it would 
result”

The original draft was certainly 
ambitious, growing MK into a 
Metropolitan Authority with 
upwards of 500,000 population, 
bringing into its boundary parts 
of Central Beds, Aylesbury and 
South Northants all pulled 
together with a mass transport 
system. The much lauded 
Oxford-MK-Cambridge ARC 
was to be the catalyst for this 
ambitious growth plan. Sadly 
unlike the original master plan 
for MK it lacked coherence 

and structure, and although 
ambitious it lacked vision. 

The likelihood of extensive 
central government funding 
of the major infrastructure 
to support the Ox/MK/Cam 
ARC now seems very remote 
and there has been lukewarm 
support from authorities at 
each end of the ARC who in 
their own ways, particularly 
with Cambridge, have already 
created their own growth plans 
not reliant on any high speed 
road or rail links. So it does not 
seem sensible to be basing a 
growth strategy for MK off the 
back of the ARC. We need to be 
confident enough to grow MK 
to become the South Midlands 
sub-regional capital that was 
envisaged in the 1970 Plan For 
Milton Keynes, but the Strategy 
for 2050 lacked this ambition 
and vision.

• Had there been adequate 
consultation with surround-
ing local authorities 
about creating a wider MK 
Metropolitan Authority, 
upon which the Strategy was 
based?

• Growth was to be predicated 
on securing the mass transit 
(MRT) network, but there was 
little clarity on what form the 
MRT would take and how it 
would be funded

• There was insufficient 
ambition or detail on 
how a radical shift will be 
made towards meeting 
environmental standards

• Increasing the urban area 
of MK by adding ‘blobs’ of 
development around the 
edge, unrelated or properly 
connected to MK would 
form a band of higher priced 
exclusive housing at the 
expense of the existing built 
areas

• There seemed to be an 
over emphasis on creating 
the new university, but 
with no ambition about 
improving education 
standards generally having 
acknowledged the low 
standards of secondary 
education.

• Aside from limited reference 
to investment in Bletchley or 
CMK, there was no plan for 
maintaining or increasing 
investment in the existing 
urban areas of MK, in 
particular the older housing 
estates.

Sadly due to the lack of 
adequate advanced notice 
and then the imposition of the 
lockdown, which restricted 
consultation, there was very 
limited debate about the 
proposals and it was left mainly 
to organised groups like ours to 
push for changes to the original 
draft. 

In our original response 
to the Strategy we argued 
for an extension to the 
consultation period to allow 
for wider consultation and for 
consideration to be included 
in the growth figures for the 
impacts of COVID. In summary 
our other principle concerns 
were:
• There was no evidence base 

to support the population 
target of 500,000, the Futures 
Commission had settled on 
400,000

https://www.mkfutures2050.com/strategy-for-2050-engagement-page 
https://www.mkfutures2050.com/strategy-for-2050-engagement-page 
https://www.mkfutures2050.com/strategy-for-2050-engagement-page 


MKC did give consideration to 
comments received during the 
extended consultation period 
and the Strategy was approved 
in January 2021. In summary 
the significant amendments 
included:
• A reduced population target 

of 410,000 by 2050

• The idea of a new MK 
Metropolitan Authority 
has been replaced by an 
agreement to coordinate 
growth with neighbouring 
authorities

• The MRT has become a fast 
bus based network and 
growth is not dependant 
upon it

• A more radical green agenda 
with a carbon neutral target 
by 2030 and greater emphasis 
on cycling and walking

• A recognition of the value 
of “green and blue space” 
and commitment to more 
provision in the new 
development areas

• More consideration has been 
given to the regeneration of 
the older areas of MK not just 
Bletchley.

• There is a commitment 
to a fairer and more 
diverse society with strong 
community spirit

• Assurance that all new 
growth areas are served by 
grid roads and redways

Concerns remain about some 
aspects of the strategy, and 
more work needs to be done 
concerning:

• Raising educational 
standards

• Restricting growth in the 
rural communities which 
encourage more inward 
commuting

• A reliance on house builders 
to deliver affordable homes 
through S106 and viability 
tests which do not work

• Development inside the 
existing urban boundary 
of MK should be prioritised 
before building blobs of 
private developer-led housing 
on the edge of Milton Keynes 
draining investment from the 
established areas.

It is this final point which 
needs most attention given 
the pressure to prevent private 
landholders and developers 
building out MKEast and 
SEMK based on their view of 
planning and urban design, 
rather the principles upon 
which MK was based and which 
has contributed greatly to its 
success.

MK Events 2022
Some key events soon to be 
held in the City.

Friday 13th - Sunday 15th May
MK Walking Festival 2022  
Saturday 14th May
MK Walking Festival: Public 
Art in Campbell Park 
Sat 14th and Sun 15th May
MKIAC’s ‘Art in the Park’ in 
Campbell Park 
Thursday 2nd June - 8pm
Jubilee Beacon Lighting  in 
Campbell Park
Thursday 10th July - 2 to 4.30pm 
The Parks Trust 30th Birthday 
Party
Sat 11th June – Sun 25th Sept
Vivian Maier: Anthology at MK 
Gallery
Sat 11th June – Sun 19th June
Westbury Arts Centre Open 
Studios

Launch of Two Mile Ash 
Bluebell Circuit
Last month the Two 
Mile Ash Bluebell Circuit 
was launched, a local 
recreational route opening 
up two areas of woodland, 
connected via a new 
footbridge to create a 
750m circuit for the local 
community to enjoy. 

Prior to this project, which 
has been five years in the 
making by the Two Mile 
Ash Environmental Group 
(TMAEG), informal routes 
were being used either side 
of the stream. With this new 
footbridge and all-weather 
circuit, wider connections 
are now opened up 
providing access to nature 
throughout the seasons. 

Two Mile Ash

Views of the local 
bluebells are celebrated 
whilst ecological 
corridors are provided 
to ensure the natural 
habitat is protected, 
with plans underway 
by TMAEG volunteers to 
plant further woodland 
and wildflower areas 
along the route.

FRF corporate member, 
David Lock Associates, 
supported the TMAEG 
to help secure planning 
permission, and are 
delighted to now see 
the route fully open and 
being enjoyed by the 
local community and 
volunteers who have 
worked so hard to bring 
this project forward. 
Colette Portway, Urban Designer/
Planner, David Lock Associates

https://www.tmaeg.org/bluebell-circuit/what/

https://www.tmaeg.org/bluebell-circuit/what/


https://www.facebook.
com/Fred-Roche-
Foundation-1785554284992900

https://www.
instagram.com/
fred.roche.
foundation/

The FRF would encourage 
every one to participate in 
the future city debate, and 
help influence how Milton 
Keynes should grow. In order 
to involve a wider group of 
people the Foundation has 
set up a ‘Friends of Fred Roche 
Foundation’ membership 
scheme.  The FRF invites 
you to join us and help us 
build a consensus and future 
discussion programme. We 
look forward to welcoming 
you at our next event.

Membership 
scheme
To become a Friend of the 
Fred Roche Foundation 
please access the FRF website 
and go to the subscriptions 
page where you will find an 
electronic debiting form.

The FRF is happy to discuss 
subscription arrangements 
with businesses that wish to 
be affiliated with FRF or those 
organisations that would be 
interested in sponsoring an 
event or publication.

Contact Details
Fred Roche Foundation
c/o Philip Murphy, 
13 Walton Road, Walnut Tree, 
Milton Keynes, MK7 7AF
T :Philip Murphy:07711664313 

E :info@fredroche.org
W :www.fredroche.org

www.fredroche.org

Civil Engineers are often 
not given credit for the built 
environment but in many 
ways they laid the ground for 
what Milton Keynes became. 
The construction work on the 
first major new road in Milton 
Keynes started in August 
1970 when a small opening 
ceremony took place to mark 
the occasion somewhere near 
the junction with Watling 
Street. See link below to the 
Living Archive collection. 
It would be interesting to 
establish if this was also the 
start of any new work in MK, 
although it may be predated 
by some of the other key 
utilities or water infrastructure, 
we are sure someone out there 
will know.

The 50th anniversary of the 
occasion was marked with a 
short ceremony organised by 
FRF trustee Tim Skelton and 
the MKForum on 26 August 
attended by the Lord Mayor 
Andrew Geary and a small 
socially distanced group who 
met at Fuller’s Slade on the 
edge of V2 to raise a glass. The 
event was filmed by BBC East.

An idea from the Forum is that 
events like this and other key 
moments in the history of MK 
should be recognised with 
small ceremonies and possibly 
an unveiling of heritage 
plaques. We are in discussion 
about this and potential 
upcoming key anniversaries. 

https://tinyurl.com/2p8net8r

First Spade in the Ground H2 Millers Way

Friends of Fred Roche Foundation
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